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September 9,1876 at Fort Pitt, Chiefs and Headmen 
from the various Nations of their territories and from 
what would later become the prairie provinces, con¬ 
cluded Articles of Treaty Six with Queen Victoria’s 

After much deliberation and dialogue amongst the 
First Peoples, the Queen’s representative, Alexander 
Morris and the signatories endorsed Treaty No. 6 
with the mark of an “X". It was understood by the First 
Nations that the treaty-making process was a sacred 
and binding transaction with rights and obligations 
to be upheld by both parties who were to benefit by the 
legal and binding treaty “for as long as the sun shines, 
the riuers flow and the grass grows.” 

The signing of Treaty No. 6 formalized the nation- 
to-nation relationship that existed by virtue of a 
foreign/European nation approaching and negotiat¬ 
ing with the First Nations in order to open the west for 
European settlement and share Indigenous territo¬ 
ries with the foreigners. In exchange, First Nations 
Peoples rights contained within the treaty would 
ensure survival for their future generations, amongst 
other rights. 

The Original Peoples ofthe land (Turtle Island) now 
called Kanata have made the largest contribution to 
the world and that was the sharing of their lands and 
resources. Yet, they have not been recognized nor 
acknowledged, nor has there been any critical reflec¬ 
tion ofthe rights and responsibilities accrued by the 
dominant society for their participation and obliga¬ 
tion of the treaty which their ancestors endorsed, and 
who.now inhabit and benefit from Indigenous lands 
and resources. Upon reflecting on the past 125 years 
since the official signing of Treaty No. 6, First Na¬ 
tions’ Peoples’ observations indicate that somewhere 
along the way, the nation-to-nation relationship 
changed power/s; today they realize that it has been 
an introduction of a modernization paradigm to be 
implemented on the First Peoples. Despite the fact 
that First Peoples continue to maintain theSpirit and 
Intent ofthe Treaty-making Process, statistics today 
indicate that they suffer the injustices of colonization 
Of being marginalized peoples within their home¬ 
lands, with legislation and policies being dictated to 
them in a country which they willingly shared with 
visitors who appropriated their lands, resources and 
ideologies. 

It is with this critical and historical reflection that 
tne commemoration will take place: 

• To honour the sacredness and the true Spirit and 
Intent of the signing of Treaty No. 6; 

• To honour the memory of our Forefathers and 
Signatories of Treaty No. 6; 


• To educate the public of a First Nations’ perspec- 


• To create public awareness that has for too long 
ignored the greatest contribution/s made by the First 
Peoples; 

• To educate the dominant society of their obliga¬ 
tion to the treaties; 

• To conscientize and encourage Indigenous Peo¬ 
ples and their rightful place in society. 

It is with these reflections that the Chiefs and First 
Nations' Members of the Confederacy of Treaty Six j 
First Nations will commemorate the anniversary of 
the signing of Treaty No. 6 and gather at the sacred | 
grounds at Fort Pitt, Saskatchewan on September 5 
to 9, 2001. 

The First Nations commemorate the anniversary of j 
the signing of Treaty No. 6 as a Reaffirmation of their I 
sovereignty based on a nation-to-nation status, “...for J 
as longas the sun shines, the rivers flow and the grass I 

Ms. L. R. Bull, M.Ed., is an environmental and I 
cultural advisor with the Confederacy of Treaty Set I 
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Halfway River First Nation 
prevents access to pipeline to 
protect sacred hunting areas 

John, B.C. is being manned by 55 people, and all oil industry personnel are being 
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AFN and feds to 
discuss governance 
work 


:plan 


Matthew Coon Come stated, 

“Whereas previously there did not appear to be any 
liability, the minister has now committed to an open 
and respectful process with us. The minister has 
agreed to stop his consultation process on the First 
'' " Governance Act for a period of thirty days. 


This moratorium will provide 
to explore what work can be 
the direction from First Nati 


with officials fr 
to finalize a work pla 
lished by resolution 
successful developme 


m INAC ov 


jr Assembly. Followii 




bility of announcing a new direi 


and joint proc 


The Assembly of First Nations Chiefs issued an 
ultimatum to DIAND Minister Robert Nault to stop 
his recent federal government governance initiative. 

They encouraged all First Nations to boycott thi 
current consultations. They called for Canada ti 
instead join with First Nations in a process whereb; 

First Nations laws are recognized and which woult 
“honour the true spirit of our i nherent Aboriginal titk 
and treaty rights” as outlined in the Report of the 
Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples. 

The ultimatum was issued on the final day of the 
AFN Assembly held in Halifax last month. The chiefs 
resolved that the minister would have thirty days tc 
respond, failingwhich the First Nations would “launch 
an aggressive plan of action” in opposition to the 
government initiative. 

Within two weeks of hearing the ultimatum Minis¬ 
ter Nault met with AFN Chief Matthew Coon Come cm< 

and Vice Chiefs Satsan Herb George and Perry British Columbia Chiefs, is cautious in his .. 
Bellegarde, to discuss the AFN resolution and the of the recent correspondence between the AFN execu- 
direction provided by the chiefs at the Halifax assem- tive and Ottawa. He reminded Chief Coon Come that 
bly. a number of chiefs in the Assembly did not want the 

The minister issued a joint statement with the executive to be “the only ones involved in discussions 
National Chief that there would be a thirty day with the Government of Canada on matters that 
cooling off period during which the governance proc- affect us all. 

ess would be paused. “We want a representative body involved immedi- 

In a letter to all First Nations chiefs, National Chief ately, not after the fact,” stated the UBCIC Chief. 

The AFN chiefs attending the Halifax Assembly 


“As always, we will endeavour to provide all infor¬ 
mation to First Nations as soon as it becomes avail¬ 
able. Once the officials have developed a work plan 
and once we are satisfied that it addresses the matters 
raised in the resolution, we must all begin to work 
together for this to succeed. We look forward to engag¬ 
ing all First Nations to the greatest extent possible in 
this future activity.” 

' Stewart Phillip, President of the Union of 





workable” to “intolerable” and “nothing more than an 
elaborate plan to eliminate First Nations unity,” the 
chiefs made it clear that without thei ' 
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tously rejected Minister Nault’s plan_ 

track a new Governance Act for the country’s First 
Nations. 

“We lived through Oka, we lived through Ipperwash 
and we lived through Burnt Church. We’re not going 
to go away,” promised Grand Chief Matthew Coon 
Come during the final day of the AFN’s July 17-19 
Annual Assembly. “We are going to continue to push 
the government for our issues. They’ll have to deal 
with treaties. They’ll have to deal with Aboriginal title 
because it’s in the constitution (and) because the 
courts (have) recognized those rights.” 

Coon Come predicts that if, Ottawa tries to imple¬ 
ment the new act without meaningful consultation 
with Canada’s chiefs, and the national body that 
represents them, roadblocks, sits-ins and other peace¬ 
ful means of protest could break out across the coun¬ 
try. And, he added, should that happen, they will have 
the full support of the AFN. “I think there are some 
people that are willing to take drastic measures," he 
told the Assembly and the media in attendance. “If 
you’ve got nothing, you’ve got nothing to lose. You’ve 
job, your land is taken away, you’ve got no 


cooperation would be forthcoming and that they would | 
do everything in their power to disrupt the process. ■ 
“We don’t want to take an aggressive stand, but we 
will be heard.” cautioned the co-chair of the Atlantic 


will be heard,” cautioned the co-chair of the Atlantii 
Policy Congress of First Nations Chiefs, Chief Law¬ 
rence Paul, as the assembly came to a close. He and 
the other 300 chiefs in attendance gave Coon Come’s 
itegy their full support, voting 


Governance A 
unanimously to do sc 
“We will block the highway from Prince Edward I 
Island to Vancouver,” said Chief Paul, of alternative 
measures that will be taken if a Governance Act is 
pushed on First Nations. “There is not enough army, 
there is not enough police to stop 600 First Nations; 
we can bring Canada to a standstill.” 

Social chaos, permanent joblessness, poor housing, 
le poverty and mixed messages from govern 
. fi -es of disco-*— -" 


First Natio 


re all adding to th 


s communities 


The AFN Assembly, which coincided with the popu¬ 
lar NEXUS 2001 Conference and Trade Show, saw 
more than 1,300 delegates, including more than 300 
First Nation Chiefs in attendance. 

Days before the meeting some chiefs offered their 
views of Ottawa’s intended Governance Act. Calling 
Nault’s plan everything from “misguided” and “un- 


across Canada. Chief Coon Come said First Nations 
have nothing to lose by standing fast in their determi¬ 
nation to be heard in Ottawa. He says Ottawa’s next 
move will determine what comes next. “I think the 
reaction will depend on the federal government that 
hasn’t listened to First Nations or respected the 
Supreme Court or constitution recognizing Aborigi¬ 
nal rights and how to implement them” he said. In a 
statement made to media on Wednesday, July 18, 
Robert Nault said, “the door is always open to their 
r Airxn :-1-- Nations governance 


(AFN) involvement in 


“I think there may 
tunnel,” Chief Coon Coi 
Nault. “There’! 
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Healing fund 
behind schedule, 
but making a 
positive difference 

by John Copley 


When the Aboriginal Healing Foundation was es¬ 
tablished by the federal government in 1998 as a non¬ 
profit, non-taxpaying entity designed to help provide 
guidance and funds, as well as encouragement and 
support, for Aboriginal people suffering from the 
serious residual effects of the residential school sys¬ 
tem, the plan was to see the project completed by the 
end of next year. But Georges Erasmus, President 
and Chairman of the Foundation and Chair of the 
organization’s Executive and Program Merit Review 
Committee, says even though the AHF project is both 
busy and successful, there is no possible way to meet 
its mandate of committing all of the foundation's 
resources to nationwide programs and projects by the 
2003 target date. 

“The problem simply is that the need is so great and 
it's so late in the game,” Erasmus told media and the 
delegates gathered to hear him and other speakers at 
the recent Assembly of First Nations (AFN) Annual 
Meeting in Halifax, Nova Scotia. “Residential schools 
were in operation for over 100 years and the impact 
was so devastating, the need is absolutely tremen¬ 
dous. There is no way that you can clean up what 
happened in just a few years.” 

Last December, the AFN was critical of the slow 
process and slow progress being made by the AHF, 
calling it too bureaucratic and too slow, especially 
when it came to approving applications. But things 
have been moving more quickly since this past spring 
when just $59 million had been spent on 302 worthy 
projects or Contribution Agreements. As of August 1, 
2001 over 500 projects had received $96 million in 
funding aid. More than 175 projects are currently in 
the approval-waiting process; the total money sought 
through these applications adds up to just under $40 
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Congratulations, Alberta Native News, 
on 17 years of independent publishing 
for First Nations. From all of us at: 
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million. The Healing Foundation began its endeavour 

Georges Erasmus says the foundation has been 
seeking an extension of the program with govern¬ 
ment. His group has already made various sugges¬ 
tions to government as to what the next steps should 
be, including program extensions that could -run as 
long as 15 years; “an indefinite continuation” has also 
been proposed. A decision is expected to be announced 
sometime this September. 

At the recent AFN Assembly in Halifax some of the 
nation’s Chiefs criticized both the AFN and the AHF, 
telling them that they should put a higher priority on 
distributing aid to residential school survivors. “It’s 
very, very slow; too slow," remarked Bryan McNabb, 
Chief of Saskatchewan’s, George Gordon First Na¬ 
tion, in an interview with Southam News. Talking of 
the process that often sees waiting periods for funding 
approval take a year, and longer, McNabb said that 
his community has “many residential school survi¬ 
vors that are dying through suicide, alcohol and 
drugs. There has to be restructuring or something to 
speed up the process, something has to be done." 

Erasmus takes the criticism in stride. He has to, 
there’s been so much. He knows there are more than 
1,000 applications and program proposals coming 
into the foundation offices each year. He also knows 
that when the money became available in 1998 a 
promise was made, not just to government, but to the 
Aboriginal people that the foundation represents. 
That promise was to ensure accountability, to ensure 
the future has some hope for Aboriginal populations 
decimated by a system that failed to protect them, 
that chose assimilation over cultivation. The money 
for the AHF came from a government that failed 
Indigenous Canadians for centuries. Erasmus knows 
that the money, which incidentally has garnered 
many more millions in interest payments alone, isn’t 
to be squandered or handed out to every person 
seeking assistance. Instead it is to be protected against 
those who would misuse it or direct it for some type of 
personal gain. 

Georges Erasmus knows his responsibility in this 
endeavour is larger than anything he’s undertaken 
before, just as he knows that when “you have money 
to hand out, and you have say no to some people, 
you’re going to get some criticism.” 

Accountability is a problem that takes time to 
resolve, especially when people are submitting pro¬ 
posals that often run into the hundreds of thousands 
of dollars. Duplicated services, unproven theories, 
lack of proposal writing know-how ... the list of hold¬ 
ups is both lengthy and understandable. 

In a recent newsletter distributed by the Aboriginal 
Healing Foundation, Mr. Erasmus spoke highly ofthe 
new respect being given Native Canadians while at 
the same time offering caution about believing every¬ 
thing you read. 

“Just as there is resistance in Aboriginal communi¬ 
ties,” he said, ‘There is resistance to healing and 
reconciliation in Canadian society. Recently, a few 
people in the Canadian media have suggested that 
the residential school legacy is a myth. There is denial 
of the assimilationist intentions of the residential 
school system. Aboriginal people, in particular those 
who attended residential school, are not generally 
supported by the media.” 

He also gave a recent example about the positive 



The Aboriginal Healing Foundation, a not-for-profit 
corporation, funds community-based healing pro¬ 
grams which address the legacy of physical and sexual 
abuse at residential schools, including 
intergenerational impacts. Program funding is acces¬ 
sible to Metis, lnuit, and First Nations people, status 
and non-status, both on and off reserve. For more _ 
information about the AHF write to the organiza 
tion’s head office, 75 Albert Street, Ottawa, Ontario 
KIP 5E7 or call (613) 237-4441. The toll free informa 
tion line is 888-725-8886. Visit the AHF internet 
website at www.ahf.ca or send an email with your 
request to programs@ahf.ca. 
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Fix the water 
supply or suffer 
the consequences 
says ecologist 
David Schindler 


The topic of a two-day conference that took place on 
the Wahta Mohawk Reserve near Bala, Ontario, on 
July 24 -25, Water Security on First Nations, could 
just as easily have been labelled Water Security in 
Canada and America - but not many in attendance 
knew that until they heard from Dr. David Schindler, 
one of more than two dozen speakers who took part in 
the seminar. 

Dr. Schindler, Killam Memorial Professor of Ecol¬ 
ogy at the University of Alberta, spoke about the 
depleting water on many Canadian reserves, but his 
words will have just as much impact, if not more, on 
all Canadians, especially the 90 percent of us who 
reside within 300 kilometres of the American border. 

Canada’s water supply is in dire need of attention 
p and if redirected efforts towards water conservation 
and usage are not quickly forthcoming, he assured, 

■ the consequences will eventually be fatal. He then 

■ went on to prove it through the use of graphs, maps, 
•“ photos and scientific research results. 

Reiterating the words of a previous speaker, Ovide 
Mercredi, a former Grand Chief of the Assembly of 
f First Nations (AFN), Dr. Schindler’s message is in 
essence a warning to the millions of Canadians who 
L haven’t yet bothered to give the future a second 
thought - and that includes government and big 
business, especially forest and timber companies bent 
’ on stripping much of Canada’s boreal forests clean. 

Ovide Mercredi told conference participants that 
“the fundamental need right now of our communities 
is funding. Many of our communities do not enjoy the 
safe comforts other Canadians enjoy. Our treatment 
plants are not the same quality. We should seek out 
equity, and that’s going to cost a lot of money.” 
u . It’s going to cost a lot more than money, Schindler 
■explained, if something isn’t done soon. 

1 ■ “We’re having a warming event,” Schindler told the 
..gathering, “and most people are deluded into think¬ 
ing that that is a good thing." Dr. Schindler is an 
expert on Canada’s water systems and supply. From 
1968 to 1989, he founded and directed the Experimen- 
Lakes Project of the Canadian Department of 
' Oceans near Kenora, Ontario, conduct- 
liplinary research on the effects of 
eutrophication, acid rain, radioactive elements and 
_ climate change on boreal ecosystems. His work has 
been widely used in formulating ecologically sound 
management policy in Canada, the USA and in Eu¬ 
rope. His current research interests include the study 
of fisheries management in mountain lakes, the 
(biomagnification of organochlorines in food chains, 
effects of climate change and UV radiation on lakes, 
and global carbon and nitrogen budgets. He teaches 
limnology, the philosophy, sociology and politics of 
science, science and public policy in Canada, and 
— environmental decision making. 

“Before 1968,” he explained, “there had been no 
logged data” concerning the depletion or addition to 
the country’s water supply. But that all changed after 
1968 and even today weekly tests are being carried 
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The highway death toll doubles during long weekends. 

What are you doing behind the wheel? 
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Program to help street kids 
suffering funding shortages 
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Sun Peaks dispute 
brings boycott 
and arrests 

The National Chief of the Assembly of First Na¬ 
tions, Matthew Coon Come, has called for a boycott 
of the Delta Hotel chain by all First Nations citizens 

the Secwepmc Nation arrested for setting up a camp 
on their traditional territory. 

‘The Assembly of First Nations is calling on all 
First Nations to boycott the Delta Hotel chain. The 
chain has put its financial interests ahead of the 
recognition of the Aboriginal Rights of the First 
Nations who own that land. The Delgamuuk’w deci¬ 
sion of the Supreme Court of Canada has clearly 
stated that Aboriginal title still exists in British 
Columbia and that the economic and legal right to 
the land still belongs to First Nations. The private 
interests behind this project are acting as if we didn’t 
exist and their interests are the only ones worth 
protecting. We must show them they are wrong and 
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stated National Chief Matthew Coon Come. 

The arrest of four Elders and land-users at Sun 
Peaks will change nothing, Neskonlith Chief Arthur 
Manuel says. The peaceful and voluntary arrests of 
74-year-old Elder Irene Billy, Henry Saul, Charlie 
Willard and George Manuel Jr. took place on the piece 
of Secwepemc Territory covered by the Sun Peaks 
injunction by a contingent of more than a dozen 
RCMP officers. Most of the protesters had moved last 
week to a camp across the road, and the nearby 
McGillivray Lake camp remains in operation. 

Elder Irene Billy said. ‘This land is our home and it’s 
always been our home. Last week they got a piece of 
paper saying we have to move. It’s not right.” 

‘Today was an symbolic moment for our people,” 

Chief Arthur Manuel said. “Among those arrested, 
two are direct descendants of Chief Neskonlith. One 
was one of our most respected Elders and one was the 
son of Grand Chief George Manuel. For the people of 
Neskonlith and Adams Lake, and for the Elders, land- 
users and youth who remain at Skwelkwek’welt (Sun 
Peaks), the arrests only strengthen our resolve. The 
four band members are heroes in our struggle for 
freedom on our own lands.” 

Chief Stewart Phillip, president of the Union of B.C. 

Indian Chiefs, was also on hand to witness the ar¬ 
rests. ‘This is not the end but a new beginning,” he 
said. “Sun Peaks and the RCMP have only served to 
escalate the struggle. The Secwepemc people will not 
back down because they have no where else to go. This 

Chief Phillip observed that Minister Robert Nault 
could have visited the Skwelkwek’welt Protection 
Centre himself when he was in the interior earlier 
this month. “Instead he avoided Skwelkwek’welt and 
tried to wipe his hands of the whole affair. He has Act, Minister Nault 
paraded across the country saying there is a need for ‘Indians and Indian 1: 
"mntability in First Nation communities. Is are ‘recognized and £ 



nnot just conveniently forget ; I 
is.’ Aboriginal title and rights 
- J ’ ; -“ 15 of Cana- 


discussions regarding the heart of the Sun decisions like the Delgamuuk’w 

re, the constitutionally protected Aborigi- “Rather than hiding his head in obsolete policies ' ! 
nal title and nghts of the Secwepemc? Apparently, he like the Comprehensive Claims Policy, Minister Nault I 
"°‘ aCC T nta , ble . F‘ rst Nation shouid ™ rk up the courage to face and accept the 

^^^nsibUltyofthefederalgovernmentisa 


government, just who is Mi 
to?” 

Chief Phillip further stated “Under the Constitution 


Congratulations Alberta Native News 
as you enter your 18th year 
publishing a free press for First Nations 

The Regional 
Municipality 
of Wood Buffalo 



Toll Free 1-800-973-WOOD 
Phone. (780) 743-7000 
Fax. (780) 743-7028 
Website: www.woodbuffalo.ab.ca 


Thank you Alberta Native News 
for your 17 year commitment to 
helping preserve Native culture 

North Slave 
Metis Alliance 

Promoting Pride & Culture 
suvt Mfr«„. 



Box 340 Yellowknife, 
Northwest Territories, XIA 2N3 
(Bus) 867-873-9176 
(Fax) 867-669-7442 
NSMA@ssimicro.com 


Happy AKutawauj. Attain Malta Haw. Ule 



Game Cards. Audi. 

1 Adaptable to all Native Dialects 

K a \ M ' Te f chin £ Ki *s are now only $100.0( 
so available on CD Rom for just $29.95 
• ORDER NOW! 

Ph: (204) 989-6392 or Fax: (204) 989-639, 
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Children need a family relationship 
that honours their physical, emotional, 
mental and spiritual well-being. 
Mountain Plains Community Services Society 
of Edmonton is presently seeking Mentoring 
and Foster Families. We need you to help 
children and teens find balance 
and walk with confidence. 

Mountain Plains is a non-profit organization 
that provides training, support and 
24 hour emergency services to parents, 
children and teens. 

Please call Val Weir (780) 429-5990 
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The Healing Journey 


Residential school 
victims insulted by 
court settlement 

by John Copley 

When the British Columbia Supreme Court ren¬ 
dered their mid-July decision on how much money the 
United Church of Canada and the federal govern¬ 
ment had to pay for abusing their trusted position as 
guardians and caregivers for Aboriginal children at¬ 
tending a Port Alberni residential school several 
decades ago, Native leaders were angry and frus¬ 
trated. “It’s insulting,” said the Provincial Residen¬ 
tial School Project (PRSP), an advocate for former 
victims who attended the poorly operated and now- 
defunct school system that once operated across the 
country. A large number of the schools have been 

sions for atrocities of abuse committed by former 
administrators and staff of the government sanc¬ 
tioned, church-run schools. PRSP said Chief Justice 
‘ Donald Brenner “profoundly failed” to address the 
issues fairly and with compassion, as was evident in 
paltry financial settlement that will only deliver 10 
ercent of what the victims were seeking. 
Dismissing claims for direct liability based on negli¬ 
gence and breach of fiduciary duty, and dismissing 
one claim in its entirety, Justice Brenner failed the 
system and the people who were once forced to suffer 

“This judgment shows how little value this B.C. 
Supreme Court case places on the lives of these people 
and the potential they had ripped away from them,” 
added the PRSP, in light of the fact that once the 
victims pay their legal expenses, little money will be 
left. Brenner awarded as little as $10,000 to some of 
victims with the largest amount of compensation, 
$145,000, awarded to only one person. ' 

The defence offered by the church and the federal 
government included statements that suggested be¬ 
cause conditions at the school were so poor, the prob¬ 
lems the plaintiffs are suffering today would have 
occurred anyway, even if they had not been physi¬ 
cally, sexually and mentally abused. 

“The application of this defence strategy in order to 
minimize their financial liability is depraved and 
morally indefensible,” PRSP statements said. An¬ 
gered at Brenner’s easy capitulation to the arguments 
offered by the defence team, the PRSP said, “Cana¬ 
dian society at the highest levels has not abandoned 

Convicted pedophile Arthur Plint, whose name has 
become an ominous reminder to every person who 
ever entered a residential school, is already in jail 
serving time for the several convictions he’s faced in 
the courtroom, though many charges against him 
have been stayed or dismissed. Brenner ordered him 
to pay $93,000 in damages this time around, but there 
is little or no chance of anyone collecting the money; 
Plint is financially broke and will remain in jail for at 
least another year or more. Twenty-one other cases 



'olving the Port Alberni School, many of which 
med Plint as an aggressor and an accomplice of 
rse, have been settled out of court. Figures are not 
known but sources say some of the claims paid ex¬ 
ceeded Brenner’s offering of about $500,000 for all 
seven defendants. The victims were seeking $5 mil¬ 
lion in damages and are currently contemplating an 

In his ruling, Justice Donald Brenner found the 
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percent responsible for the act of atrocity perpetrated 
on plaintiffs Frederick Leroy Barney, Randy Fred, 
Marvin Watts, Ralph Johnson, Dennis Stewart and 
Marlon Watts. A claim by residential school victim, 
Martha Stewart, was dismissed. 

The Port Alberni school, one of hundreds that oper¬ 
ated across the country for more than 100 years, was 
closed in 1972. Plint, now 83 years old, was convicted 
in 1995 and sentenced to 11 years in prison for 
sexually abusing children at the school. 

To date more than 5,000 civil suits have been 
launched by Aboriginal peoples across the country for 
damages suffered under the residential school sys- 


SERENITY FUNERAL SERVICE 

• Serving The Community 

• Community Owned Not For Profit Society 

• Offering Burials, Cremations, Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans 

• Professional Service With Affordable Prices 

(780) 450-0101 (24 Hours) 

5311-91 St., Edmonton, Alberta 


Best, wishes, 

Alberta Native News 
as you enter 
your 18th year 

A message from 

Chief Frank T. Halcrow 
Councillors 
Sidney L. Halcrow, 
Peter Chalifoux, 
Members and Staff 


Kapawe'no First Nation 

Box 10, Grouard, Alberta TOG ICO 
Phone (780) 751-3800 
Fax (780) 751-3864 




Happy 

Anniversary, 

Alberta 

Dative 


For the Birthright office nearest you phone 
1-800-550-4900 (24 hours a day. 7 days a week) 
Birthright offers free, non-judgmental, confidential, 
practical and material support lo women facing 
unplanned pregnancies to assist them to carry their 
babies to term. Help is provided regardless of age, 
race, religion, marital status or economics. 

Visit us on the World Wide Web: 
http://www.birthright.org 
E-mail: info@birthright.org 
Fax: (416) 469-1772 

SERVING CANADA AND THE UNITED STATES 


e olHom. p 

'0' 
Franciscan Sisters 
Benevolent Society 


e.A.P.*Uilut n ' w “ u >ur 


11035 -92 Street, 
Edmonton, Alberta T5H 1W5 
Ph: (780) 422-7263 / 424-6872 
Fax: (780)428-1966 


Thank you Alberta Native News 
for 17 years commitment to 
preserving Native culture 

Lakeland Regional 
Health Authority i 



«•*»•* H.um Working in partnership 
A u t h o rity tQ build a better future. 

For more information 
on the health and 
wellness services 
in your community, 
please call us at 

1 * 800 * 815*8683 













































Bosco Homes offers diverse 
range of services for 
children, youth and families SEiiSSEii- 
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Diet and exercise 
dramatically delay 
Type 2 Diabetes 
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Education and Training 


Oteenow Employment and 
Training Society open house 
gets underway on Sept 12 





I 

Catch Your 

Dreams 


Oteenow 

||l' Employment & Training Society 



“Preparing First Nations Peoplefor EmploymentTomorrow...” 



The Board and Staff of 

Oteenow Employment & Training Society 
would like to wish all powwow participants 
a safe journey along the powwow trail 

v 

tl / M Jj 


At the Oteenow Employment & Training Society, we focus on skill 
development and employment; the provision of quality, employment 
assisted services (through ACCESS and ACES 2000); the formation of 
partnerships; and strengthened accountability with community 
involvement. Our goal is to assist urban First Nation’s people to become 
self-reliant and lead productive lives. 

nJEjl— __, r . r 


Oteenow Employment & Training Society* 

Suite 202,10470 -176 Street 

Edmonton, Alberta T5S 1L3 

«___ 


Access Employment Centre ACES 2000 

(A Division of Oteenow (In partnership with 

Employment Metis Nation of Alberta) 

Fax: (780)421-4760 340 






ough Human Resources Development Canada (HRDC) 
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Focus on Lac La Itiche 



Lac La Biche 
region has rich 
Aboriginal history 


tive trading between the rivalling Hudson’s Bay am 
Northwest Company’s, who eventually joined force 
in 1821. Today, the Hudson’s Bay Company, whicl 
was first chartered by King Charles II of England i: 
the year 1670, remains one of the largest departmer 
store chains in Canada. 

During the early years of colonization numerous from tribes t 

adventurers, explorers, cartographers and land sur- to the Hudsc_ v _ r _ 

veyors travelled intowhat is today Alberta's Lakeland goods and supplies. Today, in keeping wi 

tions of Aboriginal culture, 
First Nations and Metis < 
tinue to celebrate that 
ture by hosting a numbe 
annual celebrations i 
through active participa 
and involvement in the c 
munity. 

The First Nations com 


lie and Protestant faiths soon saw the area evolve into 
a settlement that would eventually prove to be among 
the province’s mostviable and durable economic bases. 

The predominately Cree population that resides 
throughout the Lakeland District once acted as inter¬ 
mediaries in the fur trade in western Canada, buying 
ihe north, west and south, then selling 
’s Bay Company, usually in trade for 
m.j- • , ■ ththetradi- 
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A Tribute to Artists 


Ermineskin Tribe to open 
arts and crafts gallery 


The Ermineskin Tribe of central Alberta is planning to develop and operate an 
arts and crafts gallery on-reserve in the town of Hobbema, Alberta, approximately 
100 kilometres south of Edmonton. 

The Ermineskin arts and crafts gallery will consist of a fully functional arts and 
crafts supply store, and a retail outlet to sell the handcrafted arts products 
purchased from members. It also plans to market products around the world via 
internet e-commerce. 

This is a $400,000 project, with a federal government contribution of $100,000. 

The gallery has been under development by the Ermineskin Economic Develop¬ 
ment department since June 2000. The Ermineskin Economic Development 
department intends to tap into this already rich cottage industry of member- 
produced arts and crafts. 

Ermineskin’s long and diverse culture includes its exceptional skill at creating 
various forms of art and crafts. Members have been trained through family for 
generations and have maintained their high quality of workmanship. 

As the gallery will be located in the town of Hobbema, local artisans will have 




i 


Paris Furs 

Committed to You for Quality 
and Service for over 60 years 
Storage • Cleaning • Repairs • Restyling 
TRADE-INS WELCOME . LAYAWAY PLANS 



easy access to purchase materials and/or sell finished works of art. As the gallery 
matures, it will become a major broker of authentic Aboriginal arts and crafts. 

The gallery will house a fully stocked material and supply store and a small arts 
and crafts product outlet. Promotion will be primarily via the Internet. Ermineskin 
gallery will have an extensive e-commerce web site including artist biographies, 
Ermineskin community profile, gallery profile and a virtual shopping/art gallery. 
Potential customers will be able to view 360-degree pictures of the shopping/art 
gallery and its extensive products on the web site. 

A spin off opportunity for the gallery is the development of an arts and craft 
training centre. This will enable Ermineskin Tribe members to retain and 
regenerate their arts and crafts skills. 

Two new jobs are expected to be created by this project. In addition, it is 
anticipated that up to 100 jobs will be created indirectly when Ermineskin 
members become members of the gallery. 



FOR C.O.D. ORDERS CALL TOLL FREE: 1-888-707 


■0090 CUSTOMER SERVICE CALL TOLL FREE: 1-877-367-SAAN (722 


- w. wwww uuuiuitiuii ocnviUC OHLL IULL rnt 

FOR STORE LOCATION NEAREST YOU CALL TOLL FREE: 1-888-606-SAAfl (7226) 
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Please 
recycle 
this paper 




Plumbing 
& Heating 
(1980) Ltd. 


Congratufations, ‘Afderta Native News, 
On your tytfi 'Anniversary 


• PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

• COMPLETE PLUMBING & HEATING SERVICE 

Meadow Lake, Sask. 24 Hr. Service 

(306) 236-5625 (306) 236-3271 



BASSETT 

PETROLEUM DISTRIBUTORS 


Congratulations, Alberta Native News, on your 17th Anniversary. 
We wish you continued success 


BULK PETROLEUMS 

Serving the Communities 
of the South MacKenzie 



CanAmera 

Foods 


_ HEATING OIL 

Aviation Products - Diesel - Gas - Oil and Grease 

(867) 874-2562 Fax: (867) 874-2732 

43013 MacKenzie Highway 
HAY RIVER, N.W.T. X0E 0R0 


Canada's largest oilseed crusher and processor of edible oil 
products with production facilities in 
Edmonton, Fort Saskatchewan, Wainwright, Alberta; 
Nipaw’m, Saskatachewan; Altona, Harrowby, Manitoba; 
Hamilton, Oakville, Toronto, Ontario; Montreal, Quebec 

Congratulations, Alberta Native News, as you enter your 18tbyear 
as an independent free press for First Nations across the country 

Corporate Office: 

2190 South Service Road West, Oakville, Ontario L6L 5N1 
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<'Pletu£. patronize our admrtisrra. and tell tltern 
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Can.gaatu£atians, Albmta 71 at Me IliULS, 
art 17 yicuis af in.dep.en.dint publishing 

Comfort Bands 

Keeping the Cold and Sweat 
off your forehead year 'round 

Terry Cloth Hard Hat Sweat Band (Comfort Band) 


Available at participating safety and 
industrial supply stores including: 

• Acklands 

• Grainger 

• Century Sales 

• Praxair 

• Marks Work Warehouse 

• Work World 

Comfort Bands 

Calgary, Alberta 
floyd@comfortbands.com 
www.comfortbands.com 




Congratulations, ‘A(berta ‘Wative Views, for 17 years of publishing ai 
independent newspaper dedicated to preserving tfative culture, from 

Chief Eddie Makokis 

Council, Elders, Staff and Band Members 

Saddle Lake 
Tribal 

Administration 


Saddle Lake, Alberta TOA 3T0 


(780) 428 0866 


Best wishes, Alberta Native News, as you enter your 
I 8th year publishing an excellent newspaper for First Nations 

Naskapi NNADAP Program ano the 

Naskapi Nation of Kawawachikamach 

P. O. Box 5111, Kawawachikamach, Nouveau-Quebec, GOG 2Z0 


E-mail: kawawa@naskapi.Ci 
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Resource Development 


Alberta First Nations ready 
to enter bison industry 

Six cast central Alberta First Nations are preparing to enter the bison industry. 

The project i nvolves six First Nations (Heart Lake, Beaver Lake, Goodfish Lake, 
Kehewin, Cold Lake and Frog Lake) acquiring a herd of approximately 100 wood 
bison from Elk Island National Park and includes four phases - a bull breeding 
operation, cow/calf operation, providing stock to other First Nations and Parks 
Canada, and meat marketing. 

Northern Lakes Wood Bison was originally incorporated in August 2000 to 
commercially ranch bison. The six First Nations partners have concluded an 
agreement to acquire a herd of wood bison from Elk Island National Park. The 
partners have also entered into a land lease agreement with Heart Lake First 
Nation for access to 10 sections of land located on the Heart Lake reserve. This 
land will be used for the bison. 

This is a $3 million project, with a federal government contribution of $250,000. 
The First Nations are contributing a total of $2 million in assets and cash. 

The site at Heart Lake First Nation is ideal for the proposed operation. It has 
enough land for the current operation and prospective growth, The location will 


Congrotulotions, Alberto Notive Neuis. on your 17th year of publishing 
on independent free press for the first Notions 


Vehicle licensing Services 

& more 


• License Renewal • Searches • Liens • 

• Corporate Registry Services • Vital Statistics • 

13542 - 97 Street Tel. (780) 473-5724 

Edmonton, AB T5E 4E2 Fax: (780) 473-5745 




BUFFALO HUNTER.© CHIUST0PHER.HARVErCHAMBAUD.2OOO. 

be maintained as close to a natural setting as possible with enough land for the 
animals to graze and wooded area for shade and wind protection. It offers a wide 
variety of topography and vegetation. 

The Northern Lakes Wood Bison project is an excellent opportunity to diversify 
the First Nations economies and has significant potential for success. The bison 
industry is a growth industry with particularly great potential in the bison 
breeding operation. 

It is anticipated the demand for bison meat products will also grow significantly 
over the next few years. 

Approximately 65 jobs (full time, part time and seasonal) are expected to be 
created by the project, 40 of which are earmarked for First Nations members. 



Leaders In Portable Sawmill technology 


LUMBERMATE™ 2000 
The Next Generation in 
Affordable High Performance 
PORTABLE BAND SAWMILLS 

• Handles logs 31" in diameter. 

• Saws 24" wide boards & beams. 


PERSONAL/COMMERCIAL SAWMILL 


Kf®" 

— J ' A ^ 

utve**' 


HBtBf Pawn 

Happy 17th Anniversary. Alberta Native News and best wishes 
for continued success with your excellent newspaper 

Alberta’s largest Pawn Company 

11 stores to serve you Edmonton, Calgary, Red Deer, Wetaskiwin 
Open 7 days a week 
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Alberta-Pacific on PAR with 
other Canadian companies 



“We don’t want to do this program just to be able to brag about it,” she says. “It 
is designed to give us feedback from the communities so that we know if we are 
doing the right things to help them. That’s really what this is all about, is helping 
the communities. We’re not going to solve all the problems, but there are things 
we can do to positively impact them.” 

As a member of a local Aboriginal community, Sandra says she wanted to make 
sure the program was meeting community needs as well as corporate ones. 

“I tried to look at the program as a community member, to make sure it 
represented their viewpoints,” she says. “I believe it does, and what we hear from 
communities throughout this process will be very important for us." 

Representatives from the National Quality Institute will visit Alberta-Pacific in 
October to verify the results of their internal assessment. 

For more information about any aspect of Alberta-Pacific’s practices and 
programs, call 1-800-661-5210 or (780) 525-8000. 
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PLEASE RECYCLE THIS PAPER 


CONtjRAIulAliONS, AlbfBIA NAliVE NEWS, 

on youit 17ih yeah o( publishiNq. 

We are pIeasec) 10 assist you 

iN yOUR COMMilMENT TO PRESERVE 

Native art, cuIiure aneI liERimqE 


BP Canada Energy Company 



CJtuuiU i/o tt ,/Hhertu 'Hutto* 'Hew 
for tjotir 17 r/ea* eemmilmtul to 
preseroiny 'Hutto* Vulture, from 


ARINE 


L. A. (LYALL) NASH 

Vice-President of Finance 
Secretary/T reasurer 

Financial Office: 

5120 - 6th Street N.E. 

Calgary, Alberta T2K 4W5 
Tel: (403) 274-3443 • Fax: (403) 274-1244 

Head Office: 

2308 - 8 Street 
Nisku, Alberta T9E 7Z2 
Tel: (780) 955-3660 • Fax: (780) 955-7146 



Settling old claim 
opens door to new 
opportunities for 
Sturgeon Lake 
First Nation 

Members of the Sturgeon Lake First Nation, along 
with Robert Nault, Minister of Indian Affairs and 
Northern Development, attended a recent ceremony 
to mark the final settlement of an outstanding griev¬ 
ance dating back to 1906, when timber revenue rights 
on reserve lands were taken away from the Sturgeon 
Lake First Nation. 

“Our First Nation has been waiting for years to 
settle this outstanding claim. It took years of negotia¬ 
tions, but today we are celebrating the payment of a 
long-standing debt,” said Sturgeon Lake Chief Earl 

The total compensation provided to Sturgeon Lake 
First Nation under the settlement is approximately 
$4.5 million to cover revenue losses from the timber 
lands and the cost associated with researching and 
negotiating the claim. The settlement was ratified by 
First Nation members in a vote earlier this year. 

“This settlement not only rights an historical wrong, 
but also opens up expanded economic opportunities 
for Sturgeon Lake First Nation that will help 
strengthen the wellbeing of its community,” said 
Minister Nault. ‘This agreement shows clearly there 
is a shared desire to establish a new relationship 
between Canada and First Nations with mutual re¬ 



spect and understanding. The results of such partner¬ 
ships are benefiting First Nations and all Canadi¬ 
ans.” 

The Sturgeon Lake First Nation is located near 
Shellbrook, about 50 kilometres northwest of Prince 
Albert. There are about 2,000 registered members of 
the Sturgeon Lake First Nation. 


JADE 

DRILLING INC. 


Is looking for 
experienced drillers 
and derrickmen 


Phone (780) 955-5500 


Happy 17th Anniversary, Alberta Native News. 
From the management and staff at 

Walt 
Mealy 

Motor Cycle Ltd. 




Ve salute Alberta Native News 
or 17 successful years 
of publishing 


HAEL CARDINAL 14 Crescent Heights 

_er/Manager Fort McMpEray, AB T9H 1L6* 

Tel: (780) 714-3665' Cell: (780) 799-0125 

Res: (780) 791-2061 . . . .. Fax: (280) 790-2788, 


Best Wishes on your 17th Anniversary, Alberta Native News 


urban 

SCAFFOLDING LTD. 

mi 2 -156 Street, 
Edmonton, Alberta 

(780)452-5950 
Fax (780) 452-2476 



We Care About Your Future! 

Producers of 
• Oil & Gas 
• Oilfield Drilling 
& Exploration 
Calgary: (403) 267-0700 
Fax: (780) 942-3327 
Box 880, Redwater, AB (780) 942-2644 





rniteriine 

The forestry consultant of choice for Canada, 
ottering services in: 

• Resource Inventories 

• Ecological Classification 

• Reid Services 

• Software Development 

• Remote Sensing « Mapping 

«Analysis & Planning 

•GIS Services 

•Management Consulting 

Contact us al: 

Suite 315, 10357 109 Street 

Phone (780) 425-8826 

Edmonton AB, T5J 1N3 

Fax (780)428-6782 

www.timberline.ca 
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Discovery Harbour Marina 
to expand 





Kings wav Interiors 

“Building Your Future with Pride" 

Telephone: 204-326-4965 Fax: 204-326-9697 
Write Box 20280, Steinbach, Manitoba R0A 2T1 
Proud to Work With a First Nation Clientele 


Happy Atudvenaany, AUtenla. Halim Hem, and awlitmcd 
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Best wbfte) Alberta Native New s as you enter your 1 8 th year of publishing 

Toran Power & Equipment Ltd 
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Apply On-Line and Accept Credit 
Cards On-Line within One Week! 
www.ArvicSecure.com 

roll Free 1-888-227-842T 

the Calgary office at 
403-2 
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Protecting Mother Earth 


August, 2001 



United Dene 
gathering to focus 
on uranium 
mining 

contamination 
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Salute to the NMth 
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Northern 

outfitting business 
will boost local 
economy 






Stcuft/Air Ltd/. 



'-- 

<$/Check Us Out 

We can supply you with quality 

/ Business Forms 
✓ Business Cheques 


at Competitive Prices 
So, before you go to NEBS 



Check Us Out! 


1 , QuickiPrmt 


3 - 6 Courtorellle Street. Hay River, NT XOE 1G2 
Fh! (S6 elanMaregtheeu ( ndf?nft 74 ~ 24S2 J 



Congratulation,!, Alberta Native New, 
to preserving Native culture 


High Class in High Prairie! 

The pride of High Prairie 
accommodation features 
• 62 climate - controlled rooms 

• jacuzzi suites 

• dining room 

• restaurant 

• banquet facilities 
• meeting rooms 
• northern hospitality 

HIGH PRAIRIE IMN 
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A real treat: 
traditional goose supper 


by Xavier Kataquapit 


traditional Cree goose supper. I haven’t had goose for a long time and it was a real 
pleasure to dine on one of my favourite meals. 

Most people think of Canada geese as birds that fly in a V formation while 
honking on their journey north in the spring and south in the fall. For my people, 
the Cree on the James Bay coast, the Canada goose has been very important in 
regards to our survival. Since the dawn of time we Cree have been sustained by 
the Canada goose. It is a large bird and it is very strong. Geese fly thousands of 
miles and they do so at a very high altitude. 

I have taken many geese in my life from my place in blinds along the James Bay 
coast. I know how to hunt geese, pluck their feathers, clean them and even cook 
them. Hunting geese is not easy. It takes a lot of preparation and experience to 


My favourite meal of goose is one cooked over an open fire. This is accomplished 
by plucking and cleaning a fresh goose and then cutting it straight down the 
middle to split it open. The split goose is then pierced with a thick, peeled wooden 
branch which is stuck in the ground and positioned over an open fire. It is 
important to cook the goose over a bed of hot coals and a fire that has low flames. 
It is also necessary to keep an eye on the cooking goose and to make sure to turn 
it, so that it does not burn but cooks thoroughly. The heart and gizzard are also 
speared onto a branch to cook along side the goose. These are considered a delicacy 
by my people. I love goose roasted over an open fire. Within an hour the goose is 
cooked and ready to be eaten. It is a very brown meat and when cooked over an 
open fire, it almost tastes like roast beef. When' 
it is enjoyed with bannock also cooked over an c 


a stick and of co 


Many people still smoke geese. This is predominately done in the spring. 
Smoked goose is delicious. People who are serious about smoking geese do a lot of 
them at one time in a wigwam. I recall when I was younger that often I would see 
people smoking racks of geese inside their wigwams usually situated at the back 
of their homes. 

Smoked goose is like beef jerky. It is another one of my favourite wild meats. 

The goose meal I had the other night was cooked in a roast pan in an oven. 



™ FOR 
FUN, CXCITCMCNT 
CASH PRIZCS 


.pegGoldf^ U %]QN sumt.y M.tu,,. 

-earlybird 0dd/E Ver V ar ds Early Bird 12:45 • Rag. Games at 1:30 

•Loonie Pots 111 & FREE S500. Good Neighbour Gam. 

• Brand New Hall ^Aftarnoons & Ev.mags (Sunday Only) 

•on Site Childcare i| l «|i / satellite bingo game nightly 
•Superior Air Exchange -JfQP" I Block West ot Automile on Highway 13 

•Full Service Concession ' * (780)352-8100 

•Glassed-in Non- Smoking Section 5710-40 Ave, Wetaskiwin, AB 



Potatoes and onions were added to the roast pan to soak up the juices of the goose. 
My favourite cut from a goose is the leg. I also enjoy the gizzard and heart. One 
big goose can serve three to four people for supper and contrary to what most 
people believe, it is not at all greasy or oily. I prefer the spring goose, which has 
a lot more meat on it over the goose taken in the fall. 

We Cree use very basic and cooking methods. We like the taste of the wild meat 
of the goose, moose, caribou and rabbit. Spices are more or less foreign to us except 
for salt and pepper of course. We prefer to eat these meats on the land and cooked 
over an open fire but often that is not possible. 

To tell you the truth lean hardly wait until my friends invite me over for another 
traditional Cree goose supper. 


Pioneer Home Hardware 


We take tkit uppMfmuig (e cengiafttCele 

Building Materials 

AKicthi Halm (feus ex yruui 1 Ilk gear a) iadepeadeul (mklielting 

Plumbing 
& Electrical 

* 

Te eun Jiiemls and ctulentexj, tie jineexeEg appiedaie gem 


(uuixeu am the post genx and leek Immd 

Manufacturers 

te delving geu again 

General Hardware 
& Housewares 

Box 1560, High Prairie, Alberta TOG 1E0 

(780) 523-3995 Fax (780) 523-5878 


The place to shop for all 
your home improvement needs. 


I Plumbing and Electrical Supplies 
I Professional Hand and Power Tools 
I Wide Selection of Screws, Nails, 
Chains & Adhesives 
I Builder's Hardware 
I Bush Supplies 




__ Yellowknife Hardware Limited 

Located on 51st Street and 51st Avenue, 
r j Yellowknife, NWT X1A 2N6 

naraware Phone (867) 873-4537 • Fax (867) 873-6523 


Industrial Power Products & Services 


omplete 


• fully equipped shop ar 
Call for a free catalogu 
list of products and se. 

midnight sun energy ltd. 


Heavy Equipment Repair 
Authorized Distributor 






Moosonee 
Transportation Ltd. 

P. 0. Box 156, 88 Revillion Road, 
Moosonee, ON POL 1YO 
Pin (705) 336-2225 
Fax: (705) 336-2964 





























August, 2001 Alberta Native News 


33 


Celebrating Culture 
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CoNqRAiulATioNS, AlbtRiA Nauve News 
ON 17 yEARS of iNdEpENdENT publisltiNQ 

Gagne Modular Manufacturing 

BUILDER OF MODULAR STRUCTURES 

cell: (780)974-8786 
phone: (780) 440-0748 
Edmonton, Alberta 



Congratulations 
Liberia 
‘DJative <l%svs 

(Jor 17 years 
you have 
provided 
a valuable 
communications 
vehicle Jor 
gHrst 'IVallons 
people and 
communities. 

”(6u have 
dedicated your 
newspaper to 
the preservation 
oj '"Native art 

'We wish you many more years 
oj success in publishing 

/^message Jrom the 

)><N«(ULrUkAL^N$TIfUr< 

Box 570 

Hay River, NWT X03 0R0 
Tel. (867)874-8480 
Fax. (867) 874-3867 
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CyberSchool, 

Continued from page 15 


Learn 


“It’s really quite simple,” explained Sacher. “Through 
advances in technology, online education takes place 
through the Internet. Instructors may be living in 
major centres like Calgary or Edmonton, yet they are 
instructing your students in remote outlying areas. 
Since instructors have the opportunity to stay m a 
major centre, the accessibility and availability of 
quality instructors is mu ltiplied many times. A cyber 
environment allows students to work at their own 
pace. In situations where family or social concerns 
may exist, students have the opportunity to work 
independently in a safe and 
flexible environment. Parents 
who often move from location 


by Helen Blatch 



Learn your language 

Learn of the strength in your voice 

Learn how the pen can affect and effect history 

Learn about your beautiful, interesting background 

Learn about yourself 

Learn to dance in the sun 

Learn to create our future 




n the in 


school without fear of losir 
any academic time.” 

Students who are active i 
cultural group activities or c 

cyber program and still main- 
' n their academic status. 

A Cyber program also of¬ 
fers significant benefits to AdultUpgrading students,” 
continued Sacher. “This program also allows families 
to stay together, while the student(s) obtain “ | 


ts. Students who traditionally leave 
reserves to do UCEPP programs may now choose to 
remain on the reserve as they upgrade their courses 
for college entrance.” 

Sunchild CyberSchool is an affordable education 
alternative. 

“Students who wish to register with us on a part- 
time basis,” added Sacher, “may arrange to buy serv¬ 
ices from our school. This option allows students to 
stay within their home school environment and take 
the required courses through our school.” 

What do you need to get started? What technical 
requirements must be in place before one can partici¬ 
pate in a Sunchild Cyber Program? 

“First, each participating school must have access 
to the internet,” explained Sacher. “In addition, corn- 


program should have minimum 
requirement of 750 megabytes of free 
space on the hard drive, 32 megabytes 
of RAM, at least a 166 MHz processor, 
CD ROM capacity, a sound card and a 
minimum 28.8k modem card. Comput¬ 
ers will also require either a Macintosh 
with a minimum operating system of 
7.61 or a Windows 95 (minimum) oper¬ 
ating system.” 

The implementation of the Sunchild 
CyberSchool begins this fall and regis- 
already underway. There are various 
is information, get answers to your ques- 
n register your child, or your school, with 
the program. 

Contact either Mr. Nelson Daychief, the Director of 
Education for the Sunchild First Nations School ad¬ 
ministration, or Mr. Martin Sacher, the school’s Pro¬ 
gram Coordinator. Calls can be made to either of 
these educators at (403) 872-0587. To contact Mr. 
Daychief on the internet use his email at: 
administration@sccyber.net. Mr. Sacher can be con¬ 
tacted via email directed to sacher@sccyber.net. Make 
: you check out the CyberSchool homepage on the I 
-- 1...- ....... c... ,1 jnfor- 1 






www.sccyber.com. You’ll find 
lation and a registration form at that address. 
The development of a pi ’ ” 


rected by participating First Nations Schools, de¬ 
signed to provide quality online programming for 
Alberta’s First Nations students, is underway. 


Congratulations, Alberta Natiue News, 
on 17 years of independent publishing 


Saratoga 

Restaurant 


2610 Calgary Trail South 
Edmonton, AB T6E 4T3 


Phone: (780)437-0071 


Congratulations, Alberta Native News, 
on 1 7 years of independent publishing 


COMMUNITY BUSINESS SERVICES 


• Accounting 

• Income Tax 

• Notary Public 

• Electrolux Canada 

• Property Management 

• Property Appraisals 

• Court of Canadian Citizenship 

• Commercial Union 
Life Assurance 

• Public Telefacsimile 
Transmission Service 


Phone: (867) 777-2627 
Fax: (867) 777-2007 
Telex: 034-44568 


Native Indian/Inuit 

\ j>= Photographers’ Association 

Nilpa H^nultonaw'LS 

g “Creative -Spirit* 

Phone: (905) 318-9762 Facsimile 
Internet Address: http://\vw\v.cre 

V IBI 

ncement of (he 

(905)318-9763 


Best wishes 
Alberta Native News 
for continued 
success 



Alberta T5H 2J8 


Quiet peaceful setting with fuil 
facilities for your meeting training 
session, visioning retreat, etc. 

45 minutes from Regina on the shore \ 
of Echo Lake in Qu'Appelle Valley 


1 Open year round 
■ Semi-private accommodations for groups of up to fifty 

PRAIRIE CHRISTIAN TRAINING CENTRE 
Box 159, Fort Qu’Appelle, SK SOG ISO 
Tel. (306) 332-5691 Fax. (306) 332-5264 
E-mail: pctc@sk.sympafico.ca 




U Rubyjean Ceramics Ltd. 

I f r.ARF DISTRIBUTOR 


13204 - 146 Street. Edmonton. ABT5L 4W8 
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under the northern sky 

Pitter patter of rain 
brings warm memories 

by Xavier Kataquapit 

I am listening to the rain fall outside my open window. The wet weather is a 
welcome change from the oppressive heat wave we have had to deal with recently. 

The sound of the rain brings back warm memories of my community 
Attawapiskat on the James Bay coast. For my people the rain is another part of 
the natural environment that we live with. It is not hard for us to be out in wet 
conditions. I have memories of travelling out on the land and staying for days in 
prospector tents during rainy weather on fishing or 1 

on the James Bay — , ~~ 1 - r - J 1 - 1 - 

Constant rain r 
the land. These rivers are 
Higher water levels make 
more water that falls the higher the 
and safer passage for our freighter 
opportunity for people to gather fir 
summer and fall my people 
pull them in booms back tc 

As a young boy in my community I recall playing with my friends in the rain. 
Wet weather seldom kept us inside. Rainy days added to our excitement and any 
outdoor activities we were involved in. On very wet days we devised a solution to 
riding our bikes around town. We put on full length rubber hip waders, which 
were normally used for travelling on the freighter canoe and fishing, to ride 
gleefully around in the rain. It was great fun to ride through the deep puddles of 
water in the midst of a downpour. Somehow we never did quite work the system 
out so that the hip waders kept us completely dry. W p still arrived home soaki ng 

I also remember travelling out on the land with my family for picnics when my 
I parents had free time. Even when we knew there was rain in the forecast, we still 
I went out. Getting wet is a normal part of being on the land. To keep dry on these 
I wet picnics we set up prospector tents or lean to shelters. We also built a fire. Mom 
made her bannock and barbecued goose while dad tended to the fire. 

Out on the land during a heavy rain and bad storm we huddled inside our 
ospector tents or lean-tos and spent a lot of time talking to each other. We also 
ank hot tea and ate mom’s fantastic bannock. At night as we all lay under our 
inkets we drifted off to sleep with the comforting pitter patter of the rain on our 
nvas roof, happy that we were warm and dry. 




13-102 Street. 
-evel.ABTOH IZO 
(780) 926-4811 


r 


Congratulations on 17 years of publishing 



Celebrating 25 years of service 

Open Monday lo Wednesday and Saturday 
10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Thursday & Friday 10 a.m. - 9 p.m. 

Sunday 12 p.m. ■ 6 p.m. 

Otineka Development Corporation Ltd. 

Phone (204) 623-6478 or Fax (204) 623-2770 
P. 0. Box 940, The Pas, MB R9A 1X9 


Congratulations, 

Alberta Native News, 
on your 17th Anniversary. 

We wish you continued success! 

For more information on our forestry 
practices, please visit our website at 
www.hintonforestry.weldwood.com 
or call us on our toll free number at 
1-800-293-6955 

1 Weldwood | 

Weldwood of Canada Ltd. 
Hinton Operations 



Best wishes. Alberta Native News, 
for continued success in publishing. 



SASKATOON USED TRUCK PARTS CENTRE it 

* NEW & USED PARTS FOR ONE TONS 

★ TO TANDEM DIESEL 

★ USED TRUCKS BOUGHT & SOLD 

★ CATERPILLAR, CUMMINS 8c DETROIT 

* REBUILDING & INSTALLATIONS 

603 Ave. N. South. Saskatoon, SK 

(306) 668-5675 


Congratulations, Alberta Native News, 
on 17 years of preservation 
for Native culture and traditions 


Bei/aledy 

COFFEE BREAK SERVICE LTD. 

j$S> Pop & 

Coffee 
& Candy 
Machines 


"The Office Coffee Specialists" 

(780) 453-2121 

12547 - 124 Street N.W., Edmonton, AB 


Congratulations, A/bt 
on providing 1 7 
independent means c 


Premay Pipeline 
Hauling Ltd* 



EDMONTON, ALBERTA 


Congratulations. Alberta Native News, 
on 1 7 years of excellence in providing an 
independent free press for the First Nations 

H L Powell Trucking 
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Ecinomic Development 


First Nation 
casino property 
receives reserve 



D eckert Allen 
S' Cymbaluk 




Alberta Indian Investment Corporation 

Alberta’s First Nation Business Financing Specialists 


Phone (780)470-3600 
Fax (780) 470-3605 
Toll Free -888-308-6789 


JW 




many benefits to First Nations 
irst Nations people alike. Work- i 
Nations and the federal govern- I 
and foster the opportu- 
makes us all winners,” ! 


in created in Prince Albert. Other 
_ve been established in Yorkton, 

>w Lake, Fort Qu’Appelle and other ' 
' s. Urban reserves are parcels of 


er the First Nation and urban, 
out fee arrangements for munici- I 
Dr grants in lieu and other issues 


Congratulation!, Alberta Native News on your 17th Anniversary and best i 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN ENERGY SERVICES 

• Wellsite Trailers • Cone Tanks • Drill Pipe • Drill Collars • Pipe Line Supplies 

• Premix Tanks *SumpTanks •Casing •Tubing • Separators • Shakers 

• Sump Pumps • Shale Sloops • Light Plants • Subs* Swages 

• Polymer Tanks • Blowout Preventers • Flare Slacks • Hoses • Lights • Swabbing Equipment 

• Centrifuges • Casing Tools • Matting • Pipe Racks • Swivels* Tongs* Valves 

780 955 2170 NISKU ALBERTA 






twin 


PanCanadian 


PanCanadian Petroleum Limited, PanCanadian Plaza, 
150-9 Avenue S.W. Calgary, Alberta T2P 2S5 



Congratulations, Alberta Native News, on your 
17th Anniversary, from the management and staff 

SAUNDERS GOOCH 
Architects 



ATTENTION ALL FIRST NATIONS ADMINISTRATIONS, AFFILIATED 
ORGANIZATIONS, BAND AND PRIVATELY OWNED BUSINESSES, 

let your presence be known world wide on the Internet using computer 
animation to create your own website for the following cost: 

1) Package A- large organizations/more than 5 links (splashpg-200, 
homepg-100, min. 5 links-500, host, fees-300 = $1,200.00) 

2) Package B - smaller organizations, individual depts, band/ 
private business (splashpg-200, homepg-100, min. 3 links.-300. 


















































Happy 17th Anniversary ~ Wishing you 
' J ‘ Continued' sutcess in publishing, 
from Ron and Staff 

ABOR RON CONSTRUCTION 


Home of the Famous 
Mushroom Burger, 
Fries and Ice Cream 


Over 40 fears of Service I 
234 First Avenue, Spruce Grove, AB (780) 962-2727 



Congratulations, Alberta Native News 
on 17 years of preservation 
for Native arts and culture 

Cyrson Design Lid. 
Cougar Products 

SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION 

HI TECH CUSTOM DESIGN & PRODUCT 
DESIGNED & MANUFACTURED LOCALLY 
WE STAND BEHIND OUR PRODUCTS 
BUY FACTORY DIRECT 






Happy 17th Anniversary, Alberta Native Neuus 
Compliments of David, Geoffrey and Staff 

David Cowan Geoffrey Davidge 

Chartered Accountants 

For All Your Personal and Business Accounting 
and Income Tax Needs 

7329 -101 Avenue, Tel. (780) 455-4883 

Edmonton, AB T6A 0G9 Fax. (780) 455-4920 



YELLOWHEAD EAST BUSINESS 
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

Chair: Bernie Hornby 

Manager: Roxanne Harper 

5028 - 50 Avenue 

Box 249, Sangudo, Alberta TOE 2A0 

Ph: (780) 785-2900 or 1-800-556-0328 

Fax: (780) 785-3337 
E-mail:yebdc@yebdc.ab.ca 

Website: www.yebdc.ab.ca 



Congratulations, Alberta Native News, 
on 17 years of publishing 

JS Pump Service Ltd. 

PROVIDES ALL 

YOUR SERVICE 

STATION AND flPMYT'm) 

HYDRAULIC V-j 

HOIST REPAIR JN (l 1 -T- 

NEEDS 1 PJTV' 

Edmonton, AB ' f'W' 

Phone (780)471-5424 

Fax (780)473-9179 


Congratulations Alberta Native News 
on 17 years ot independent publishing 
Don’t Let Dirt Get Too Snug in Your Rug! 

A-One Pearson’s Steamagic 


Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning 

WE CLEAN: • HOMES • APARTMENTS 
• BUSINESSES • EMERGENCY FLOOD CLEAN UP 
•VAN MOUNTED UNIT OWNER OPERATED 






SERVICE LTD. 


% 


Product Pumps, 

Vacuum Pumps, Pto's, 
Hydraulic Pumps, Hydraulic 
Motors, Directional Control Banks, 
Cable Controls, Hydraulic Hoses, 
Fittings, Drive Shafts 
and Accessories 

Andy Arcand 

Phone: (780) 986-2200 
Fax: (780) 986-2802 

4412 - 50 Avenue, Alberta 



^ertaDrivetrai*^ 

^ Can’t find what you need? 

We have obsolete and discontinued parts, 
and complete assemblies of all applications! 

USED, REBUILT OR NEW NON DRIVING FRONT AXLE BY 
ROCKWELL, EATON, G.M., SHULER, MACK, IAC AND MORE 

We Do Custom Work 


Rear Drive Axle Parts & Assemblies 


• Steering Arms • Suspension Parts & Assemblies 

• Spindles • Full Brake Assemblies 

• Steering Boxes > 

•Rear Axle & 

Accessories [" 

• Differentials 1 

• Transfer Cases 

• Transmissions 
& P.T.O. 

Call for 
Pricing! 

Tel: (780) 414-6757 Fax: (780) 414-6758 

11316-163 Street, Edmonton, Alberta T5M 1Y6 

















































































§ Northern 


Congratulations, Jllberta .Native Mm, 
on your 17thrflnniversary, from the 
'Board of'Directors, Management and -Staff at 

^— /A.R. Williams 

MATERIALS HANDLING LTD. 

NEW & USED FORKLIFTS 

SALES PARTS SERVICE RENTALS 


OPERATOR 

SAFETY 

TRAINING 

COURSE 



DAEWOO CLARK SELLICK 


Forming, shoring and 
scaffolding solutions 
for the world's 

construction 


and maintenance 

industries. 


Calgary 

(403) 259-2600 

Edmonton 

(780) 440-1320 

Fort McMurray 

(780)743-5011 

Saskatoon 

(306) 931-7888 

Winnipeg 

(204) 633-7072 

Vancouver 

(604) 433-5061 

www.aluma.com 

j AlumaSystews 1 

SSSSSSL*. | 
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Expansion planned for Players Golf Course 


Players Golf Course Ltd, wholly owned by Shawano- 
Wapunong Building Inc and South East Resource 
Development Council (SERDC), is expanding and 
improving its facility with financial assistance from 
the Department of Indian Affairs and Northern De¬ 
velopment. 

Players Golf Course is located on approximately 32 
hectares of land adjacent to the Winnipeg Airport. 
The facility includes a nine-hole professionally de¬ 
signed course, a restaurant, a pro-shop, a separate 
driving range, ample parking and three separate tee 
areas. Planned improvements include increasing the 
size of current sand traps; upgrading fairways and 
renovating the restaurant. 

“I am pleased that the Government of Canada is 
able to assist this Aboriginal owned business in a way 
that will lead to greater stability and economic inde¬ 
pendence,” said Robert Nault, Minister of Indian 
Affairs and Northern Development. “The expansion 
of this successful business venture will provide a 
strong base to fulfil economic development objectives 
of the Southeast Resource Development Council and 
to secure employment opportunities for its member 



“The expansion of the golf course will allow us to 
improve on an already excellent facility and to pro¬ 
vide patrons with even better services and ameni¬ 
ties,” said Joe Malcolm, Executive Director of SERDC. 

“We are very proud of the commercial success we have 
acquired thus far and look forward to having the 
opportunity to continue to build on our achievements.” 

Indian and Northern Affairs Canada provided a corporated and recognized by the Government of 
$37,500 contribution from the department's Resource Canada in 1978 and serves nine First Nations, all 
Acquisition Initiative. Shawano-Wapunong provided located in the southeastern portion of Manitoba; 
$37 500 cash equity as well as $75,000 in commercial Berens River; Bloodvein; Brokenhead; Buffalo Point; 
financing. Shawano-Wapunong Building Inc. is a Hollow Water; Little Black River; Pauingassi; Poplar 
development corporation of SERDC. SERDC was in- River; and Little Grand Rapids. 


Auto Spot Paint & Body Ltd, 


16930 - 109 Avenue, Edmonton, AB 

Phone (780) 484-6275 


Credit Counselling , 


INDUSTRIAL SAFETY & TRAINING SERVICES 

Oilfield • Construction • Forestry 

• Safety Training Courses • Gas Detection Instruments 

• Accident Investigations • Program Development 
Emergency Response • Safety Supervision • Hazard Assessments 

• Safety Meetings • Site Inspections • Safety Audits 



Celtic Home; 

Starting at $49.00 per square foot 



MODULAR HOMES featuring isofoam insulation 

. LOW E WINDOWS . NATIONAL HOME WARRANTY 
. SILENT FLOOR SYSTEMS .26 YEARS BUILDING EXPERIENCE 

( 780 ) 488-1307 

SHOW HOME AT 

12345 - 121 St, Edmonton, Alberta A i 

— (Yellowhead Trail & 121 Street) Lv 
Bj TOLL FREE 1-877-488-1307 pfSftd 

www.teltithomes.ab.ta SSSSSS 



Congratulations 
on your 17th Anniversary, 
Alberta Native News 


HYDRO Seotford Inc. 

FOR ALL YOUR MACHINING NEEDS 
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Powwows & Gatherings 


Join the 
Powwow Trail 


Over 




schedule of: 
happenings. 

Our list has been updated as the season progressed 
and we hope it helped you plan your journey along the 
powwow trail. Congratulations to all powwow partici¬ 
pants, organizers and visitors. 


August 24 — 26 

’ SS 


1 Sault Ste. Marie, ON (705) 759-0915 

August 31 - September 3 
7 • Riel Beach Multi-Cultural Vocal Talent Search 
and Fishing Lake Mixed Slowpitch Tournament 
Fishing Lake Metis Settlement (780)473-7410 

September 5-9 

• Miss Indian Nations Pageant and Powwow 
' Bismark, North Dakota U.S.A. (701)255-3285 

September 14 - 16 

v • Prince Albert Metis Fall Festival 

£■' Prince Albert, Saskatchewan (306)922-1998 


- CONGDAT0LATION6 
Alberta Native News, on 17 Years of Publishing 

City Trading Post 

8360 118 Avenue,Edmonton, Alberta 

Phone: (780) 479-6927 


L Gr< 


LICENSED PAWNBROKER 


Great loan rate, quick and friendly 




, Best wishes, Alberta Native News, and keep up the 
■ good work with your fine publication. 


Food & Gas 


Bakery and Deli 
Deep Fried Chicken 
Fast Foods 

9 Flavours of Soft Ice Cream 
Pizza Hut Express 
& MUCH, MUCH MORE 

Ph. (780) 724-4373 



Brenda Glodue or Deborah 
ot 780-944-1233 ^ 



•^KS&8262 


September 17 - 20 

• B.C. Aboriginal Housing Symposium 
and Trade Show 

Richmond, B.C. (877) 754-8876 

September 21 - 23 

• Coucil Tree Cultural Festival & Powwow 
Delta, Colorado, U.S.A. 800-874-1741 

September 26 - 27 

• First Nations Agriculture and Food Conference 
Kamloops, B.C. (888)828-9751 




We salute Alberta Native News, 
r 17 years of independent publishing 
for First Nations. From 


(780)422-4181 

10660 - 85 Street N. W., Edmonton, Alberta 


NIPAWIN VANITY CUP 


< 305 ) 862-9801 


November 3 

• North Illinois University Traditional Powv 
DeKalb, Illinois, U.S.A. (815) 753-0722 


Toronto, ON (519) 751-0040 


Happy Aiuuueitoaiu), ACAeti* Moline Mewc 


Having friends over? 



Just wing it. 


CHICKEN • TURKEY • DELI 

www.Hlvdale.com 



Best wtalicx Alln-rln Nntivc New., on your 
17lli Anniversary. From 

WATERHEN LAKE - ALCOHOL & 
DRUG ABUSE PROGRAM 

Alcohol and Drug Abuse Counselling Services Available 


AWO TAAN NATIVE WOMEN’S SHELTER 

is soliciting sponsorship for ou 
Golf Tournament to be held 
on September 25,2001. 

Any efforts to support our 
Shelter by way of cash prizes or 
prize donations are most needed and appreciated. 


Teams of 4 or single 
players are invited to call 
(403) 531-1970 for 
information on registrations. 



=1 


► WE PAy CASH 

for 

► • Fully Beaded Moccasins • Beaded Kids' Moccasins 4 

b • Bead Barretts • Beaded Hat Bands • Beaded Purses 4 
. • Beaded Traditional Outfits • Bead Dance Fans j 

• Home Tan Moose Hides 

► Located on Main Street in Wetaskiu/ln, Alberta 4 

b (Behind the Pizza Hut) 4 

I Phone Perry ••••(780) 352-6222 4 
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legend 


The little people is provided by the Lac La Ronge 
Band, Curriculum Resource Unit who are dedicated to 
providing quality educational resources to all the 
people of the First Nations. 


The little people 

Collected and illustrated by James Ratt; 
told by George Charles (Thunder Cloud) 

Long ago, a little girl named Niskisis lived with an 
Indian band camped close to a river up north. One 
evening her mother asked her to go to the river’s edge 
to gather some dry firewood. 


very excited. She 
forgot her parent’s 
warning not to 
bother any of 
these little people. 

It was thought that 

medicines of all kinds 
and if they were 
angered bad luck would 
fall on her people 

Niskisis took her time and watched the leaves and gh e waded out 
twigs floating on the current. Suddenly, she saw a into the wa ter, 

tinycanoeaboutaslongasherhandridingclosetothe picked up the 

river bank. It was paddled by a small man dressed in sma ji canoe, and 
green. laughed at the 





Her parents were shocked with Niskisis and felt 
frightened. “Go and put him back where you found 
him,” they cried, “or else something awful will happen ’ 


PLEASE RECYCLE ( 



The little man did not like being picked up out ofthe 
water. He was so angry that he would not speak to the 
young girl. Niskisis ran home and called to everyone 
about what she had found. 



News, from the Management and Staff at 

SERVICE WHEN 
YOU NEED IT, 
SERVICE WHEN 
YOU WANT IT. 

. OILFIELD HAULING • SPECIALIZED EQUIPMENT 

(780) 986-5310 FAX: (780) 986-3324 

Leduc, Alberta 
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Niskisis carried the little man back to the river. She 
realized that the little people might be very offended, 
and she whispered to the small man as she carried 
him, “If I have done you wrong, please forgive me and 

don’t punish me or the people back at the camp. I __„„„ 

meant you no harm, and I think your people are very the water.” 
fine canoe makers. Even your paddle shines from 
such fine carving.” 


Niskisis said, “I wish that little r 

someplace that I picked him out of 


The little people paddled the girls across the river. 
The moment Niskisis and her friends placed their feet 
on the ground, they grew to their normal size. 




To their astonishment there was the little 1 
four friends, each in his own canoe. The little i 
Niskisis and her friends to step into the smal 


Niskisis did so, but the other girls just laughed. 
They thought she would surely crush the little canoe 
when she stepped into it. However, as soon as her foot 
touched the canoe she became as small as the little 
man. Niskisis sat down and called to her friends to get 
into the other i 



the girls 

had decided 

to keep their secret to themselves. 


17th Anniversary, from the minigomenl and staff it 

GRANDIN AGENCIES 

(780) 458-8110 § 


Congratulations, Rlberta Native News, 
on your 17th year of independent publishing 
for the first Notions. Best ujishes in your efforts 
to preserve Aboriginal culture ond tradition. 

UUe wish you continued success, 
from Management and Staff at 

PROCIRD CNTCRPRISCS 

40 Rayborn Crescent 
it J t ■v t v St. Albert, Alberta 
Mgf tffcf T8N5B4 

(780) 458-5366 
_ (780)460-8224 


PETR0-CANADA® 


SOUTHSIDE 


Neighbours 


Submarines 

Made "Fresh" to Order 

I’resh Pizzas 
& Various 
Sandwiches 


(780) 352-5999 

(By Wetasklwln Mall) 


Ihily’s Chicken 
& Combos 

(Southslde Store) 

(780) 352-7191 

50th Ave. (by Watertower) 


Congratulations, Alberta Native News, 
on your 17th year of preserving 
Native culture and traditions 


Benjamin Moore 

Hanson's Paint & Decor 


5003 - 49 Street, Wetaskiwin, AB 
Phone (780) 352-2244 


HIGHWOOD 

MOTEL 


32 clean, comfortable, 
air-conditioned rooms, 
cable television plus remote 

Located downtown Blairmore, Alberta 
2 minutes from golf course 
11373 - 20 Avenue, Blairmore 
1-888-562-8881 
Phone: (403) 562-8888 
Fax: (403)562-0131 
Managers: Wayne and Linda King 
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The wedding 





Congratulations, 
Alberta Native News, 
on your 

17th Anniversary 


■ r Collision 


Tel: ( 780 ) 472-1544 Fax: (780) 475-7795 
12720B -101 Street, Edmonton, Alberta T5E 4E5 
Cell: (780) 975-5118 email: tristar@oanet.com 


Thank you, Alberta Native News, for your 17 years commitment 
to preserving Native culture. From 



* DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL PROPANE SERVICE 

* CONSTRUCTION HEATER SALES & RENTALS 

* BULK & BOTTLED PROPANE - CYLINDERS & TANKS 

* PROPANE EQUIPMENT - PROPANE CARBURETION 


TEL. (780) 875-6926 
LLOYOMINSTER, AB 


TEL (306) 834-7733 TEL. (306) 893-2332 
KERROBERT.SK MAIDSTONE SK 


to do some of the fancy dance numbers. It felt good to hold her. She smelled good 
“So, how come you’re sober?” 

I told her about the reserve. About my parents. My friends. She told me about 
herself. “I’m Theresa Smallboy. We moved off the reserve before I was born.” She 
said she lived in the bush out past Nordegg: in a tipi or a tent in the summer, Atco 
the winter. They have electric generators and satellite dishes. But no 
j “rr , ' " anybody in the camp will help you. We 


booze. No drugs. “If you’i _, J___H 

all know what drinking does.” Not too many dry bands - for i_ 

There was lots of singing and dancing and falling over by the time the bar 
u—i-a passed out all over the place: in the hall, 


the 


started to wind down. People 
parking lot, in between. 

It was like being on an island, sitting with Theresa. She grounded me, made me 
feel good about myself. I used to feel like I was a failure because I didn't want to 
drink or do drugs. I didn’t fit in. It would be good to go to a powwow with her 
sometime. 

It was getting real late and not too many people were in any shape for driving 
Not that being drunk would stop them. Unless they couldn’t find their keys or thei r 
car. There’d be accidents tonight. Some would wake up in jail. Or in the hospital. 
The ones who were already passed out might turn out to be the lucky ones. I 
thought about how I used to be - when I was younger. 

I’d tried it all, starting when I was about eight years old: glue, Lysol, beer, 
whiskey, coal oil, hash, cocaine, gasoline, lighter fluid, nail polish remover My 
older brothers got me started. You did it because everybody did it. 

lve from drinking antifreeze and aftershave. 1 
Continued opposite 


I almost died when I w 


Congratulations, Alberta Native News, 
on 17 years of independent publishing, 
from 


Canative Housing 
Corporation of Alberta 


8726-112 Ave. 
Edmonton, AB T5B 0G6 


Tel: (780) 471-2560 
Fax: (780) 477-1460 


Happy 17th Anniversary, Alberta Native News. We wish 
you continued success in publishing for First Nations 


Dilic© 

Ojibway Child and Family Services 


Corporate Office 
100 Anemki Drive 

Thunder Bay, ON P7J 1A5 


(807) 622-9060 telephone 
(807) 622-8184 facsimile 
1-800-667-8345 toll free 
Dilico@tbaytel.net 
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The wedding, Continued from page 42 


j blacked out for a couple of days. I had a vision. I saw what I was doing to myself, 
! what my people were doing. I cried until there weren’t any tears left. I felt my heart 
break, like my spirit was trying to escape from my body, like my feelings were 
exploding inside me. It hurt a lot and the crying really helped me cope. It put m 

1 _in touch with the great sadness inside me. The tears were like an anchoi 

~something to hold onto in the storm. 

Men aren’t supposed to cry. 

That’s what I heard. 

That was a bad time for me. It was the first time I tried to kill myself, the first 
time I ever thought about it. I had to get away from the pain. Get away from the 
person I had become. I looked in the mirror and didn’t see anything - not even my 
own face. Nothing mattered. Nothing. It was all black. 

That’s when grandmother Waskaha took me to her place. She pulled me there 
in a wooden toboggan. She sang and burned sweetgrass and she drummed and 
gave me different kinds oftea. She talked to me in alanguage I didn't understand. 
It was kind of like Cree, but different. 

She said “Life is sacred. You have to get in touch with your spirit. You’ve got your 
whole life to live. You have to heal yourself and then you can help other people. It’s 
not good to cut yourself like that." 

j A lot of people at the reception had tried killing themselves. In one way or 
another. Theresa was like a breath of fresh air, like a message from the old ones 
that what I was doing was worthwhile. It’s not easy being fourteen and having all 
your friends high all the time. There’s a lot of pressure to be like them, to do what 
they do. Follow the leader. Theresa made me feel that being straight was all right. 
That it’s okay to not be drunk or stoned. If it hadn’t been for her, I might have fallen 
off the wagon at fourteen - maybe dead before my eighteenth birthday. 


revokes. .'lUabi .Aattnr .Arm. 

mttd (~o ny t a tula Hon* tnt 
you* J /// .Anni*sr**my edition 

Jacques Funeral Home 


12700 Macleod Trail South, Calgary, Alberta 

(403) 297-0711 



“How are you getting home?” 

“I was thinking of sleeping in the car. My ride’s not going anywhere. I hid the 
keys and let the air out of one of the tires.” She laughed and asked if she could stay 
in the car with me. “Sure, just don’t make any fast moves. It makes me nervous ” 
We both laughed, then we kissed and hugged for a while and fell asleep almost 
nght away/Too bad. Theresa felt so good. I wanted to become a man that night. 

We shared o: 

committed ours_ 

another day. Another night. 

We wrote letters back and forth. Talked on the phone. I moved to her camp that 

We spent a lot of time together taking long walks by the river and on the pld trails 
and cutlines. I learned a lot from her about being part of the land. About belonging 
spiritually. We fished and hunted, canoed, picked berries and mushrooms 
gathered all kinds of herbs and roots and bark. Sometimes her grandmother 
showed us how to make stuff. It was good to be there - with her for the summer 
and fall. Good to have a companion, somebody to talk to. Somebody my own age. 
We sang a lot and laughed. Got to a couple powwows. 

Winter comes early up there in the hills. I had to go back north then. It was hard 
to leave, but I had to. 

That was two years ago. Now we're both sixteen and still sober. Going to school 
in Hinton - working on our grade ten. Taking the bus every morning at six o'clock. 
Home by five. It’s a long day but Theresa makes every minute count. And being 
sober together gives us the support we need. The encouragement to keep on It’s 
not easy. You have to work hard to make it work. 

Oh, yeah. We got married last year. Not the white way with papers and all that 
Jesus Christ holy matrimony stuff and confetti and all that. We did it the 
traditional way back at the camp. We offered tobacco and burned sweetgrass and 
thanked the Creator for the world and for each other. We prayed for wisdom and 
understanding. We asked for a strong circle and for healthy children. Shouldn’t 
be long now. 


Analysing 
samples 
for miners, 
explorers and 
prospectors 
since 1972 


Tel: (604) 327-3436 

E-mail: info@assayers.com Fax: (604) 327-3423 

Website:www.assayers.com Toll Free: 1-866-221-1685 

8282 Sherbrooke Street, Vancouver, BC, Canada V5X 4R6 



Wain Foundation 
for 

Families and Children 



Request 

for 

Proposals 

(Alberta Only) 


The Wain Foundation funds small, well-planned projects that are 
designed and operated by members of Aboriginal communities, 
and that directly benefit Aboriginal children. Preference is given 
to proposals from rural and isolated areas. 

Aboriginal Youth 

While we fund a wide range of projects, a key area of interest is 
youth. We are looking for creative and innovative approaches to 
developing meaningful activities and responsibilities for Aboriginal youth. 

Initiatives could be in education, health promotion, cultural/ 
sports activities, employment readiness, life management skills. 

All projects for youth should include an element of developing youth 
leadership and should not be stand-alone events. 

People who work with youth in rural and isolated areas face special 
challenges. We welcome proposals for supporting these workers. 

For more information please contact 

Peggy Robbins: (780) 455-7341 Fax: (780) 489-1913 or 
Alice Hanson: (780) 466-3679 Fax: (780) 479-0699 
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Plumbing • Gas Fi 


In Alberta: Barrhead, Bonnyville, 
Devon, Fort Saskatchewan, Leduc, 
Morinville, Slave Lake, Spruce Grove, 
Stony Plain, SL Paul, Vegreville, 
Vermilion, Wainwright, Westlock, 
Wetaskiwin, Whitecourt 


\ 


Alberta Native News August, 2001] 


Thank you, Albert. Native News, for 17 yean of preserving Native ealtai 
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SINGULAIR© wastewater treatment systems.. 


Blaze King Classic 


It Burns Cleaner & Longer 
Than Any Ordinary Stove! 


Featuring... 

—High EPA Efficiency 

(Catalytic Model up to 82.5%) 
—Long Continuous Clean 
Bum Times up to 40 hours. 

—Burn Chart Available on 
Request (Incredible 45 hours) 
—Catalytic and Non-Catalytic Models 
—Thermostat Draft Control 
—Optional Dual Blower System 
^ —Built for Canadian Winters 


, —No Power... No Problem .. 


Contact Your Local Blaze King Dealer 

Or Call (250) 493-7444 

1290 Commercial Way, Penticton, BC, V2A 3H5 
E-mail: sales@valleycomfort.com 

BE ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY! 

USE RENEWABLE RESOURCES, BURN WOOD NOT FOSSIL FUELS 





























































